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As part of a historic agreement, coca growers of Bolivia's central Chapare region have begun to
destroy their crops voluntarily to prevent the country's "decertification" by the US. The agreement
averts, at least for now, the threat of violent clashes between campesinos and security forces.
President Hugo Banzer's administration must eliminate 7,000 hectares of coca by Dec. 31 to show
compliance with US anti-drug trafficking goals. When Banzer took office on Aug. 6, less than 4,000
ha had been eradicated (see NotiSur, 08/08/97). Failure to comply puts Bolivia at risk of losing the
yearly endorsement by US President Bill Clinton that the country is fully cooperating with efforts to
stop drug trafficking (see NotiSur, 12/15/97, 02/09/96, 11/22/96).
On Sept. 15, the coca growers who have fought long and hard against government eradication
programs agreed to destroy 30 ha a day of their illegal coca crops to help the government meet the
US target. Through the accord, the government will continue to pay coca growers US$2,500 per ha of
destroyed coca plants, the raw material used to make cocaine. The government also pledged not to
use military force to carry out its drug policies. "The dialogue between the government and the coca
growers has brought results," said Interior Minister Guido Nayar. He warned, however, that this
time the government will not tolerate the simultaneous planting of new coca crops in other areas, as
has occurred in recent years.
Nayar made the announcement in Cochabamba, capital of the department that includes the
Chapare region where most of the coca used for cocaine is grown. The crops have provided a
livelihood to some 30,000 campesino families. Nayar said this is the first time in ten years that
leaders of the organized coca growers and government officials have "agreed on the need to destroy
the illegal coca that is sold to traffickers for the production of cocaine, which is later sold in the US,
Europe, and Asia."
Nayar said the agreement was reached through efforts by Osvaldo Antezana, vice minister of
alternative development, at meetings with the coca growers, led by Deputy Evo Morales. Morales
said for the accord to work, the government "must keep its agreement to initiate agricultural
development projects in the Chapare and avoid police repression against the campesinos."
Besides the commitment to continue paying growers compensation for their destroyed crops, the
government also agreed to provide support for planting bananas, conducting health campaigns,
and installing fruit-processing plants in the Chapare. The government pledged to develop projects
for alternative crops and economic opportunities in the Chapare that in theory could match the
economic benefits brought by coca. Coca growers earn two to three times the income brought in
from traditional crops.
Coca grower Rolando Vargas, a leader of the Chapare campesinos, said the growers would follow
the voluntary eradication program as long as the government makes good on its promises. "We
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demand compliance with previous accords," said Vargas. "As long as that occurs, there will be no
more violence in the Chapare."

Government policies had failed to reduce coca production
Despite the government's longstanding program of compensated eradication, plus millions of
dollars in US anti- drug aid and the deployment of US military and DEA personnel to Bolivia, coca
production rose 27% from 1986 to 1996. It is the second largest coca-leaf producer after Colombia
and now the second largest cocaine producer. Land used for growing coca has increased from 37,800
ha in 1986 to more than 48,000 ha today. Of that, 14,000 ha are grown legally in the Yungas region,
100 km from La Paz, for traditional religious and medicinal purposes. The figures, provided by
Bolivia's anti-drug commission and backed by US Embassy statistics, demonstrate the compensation
program's failure to meet its goal of eradicating an average of 6,000 ha of coca annually.
Although the government has been paying coca-growers to voluntarily destroy their coca fields
since 1985, the incentive encouraged some campesinos to plant coca to qualify for the payment to
eradicate it. In addition, many campesinos have been using part of the money to plant new coca
fields. According to Interior Minister Victor Hugo Canelas, head of Bolivia's anti-drug efforts, the
country has lost more than US$50 million because of such practices. If the program had worked,
there would be 10,000 ha rather than 35,000 ha of coca in the Chapare today.

Banzer vows to end Bolivia's role as drug supplier
When Banzer assumed office, he vowed to eliminate illegal coca growing by the time his term
ends in 2002. Since he took office, a new bilateral agreement with the US went into effect, by which
Washington will give US$45.4 million in financial aid for anti-drug efforts in FY 1998, up 16% from
last year. Of that, only US$6 million will go toward crop- substitution programs. The rest will be
used for interdiction and to destroy coca crops with the participation of the armed forces and
the police. National and international human rights organizations have decried violence against
campesinos by anti-drug forces (see NotiSur, 02/14/97).
When the US announced the increase in aid to Bolivia on Aug. 27, it praised Banzer and recognized
the need for international shared responsibility in fighting drug trafficking . "I think we can all count
on cooperation and great success from this government of President Banzer in the fight against
drugs, which for us is a shared responsibility," said US Ambassador to Bolivia Curtis Kamman. This
agreement "gives us great satisfaction." "We can agree, or not agree, with the certification policy,"
said Bolivia's vice president, Jorge Quiroga. "But what is at stake is money from the US government
and its vote in the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank." (Sources: Washington
Office on Latin America, 02/28/97; United Press International, 08/26/97; Spanish news service EFE,
09/03/97; Agence France-Presse, Reuter, 08/27/97, 09/15/97; Inter Press Service, 06/25/97, 09/01/97,
09/16/97; El Nuevo Herald, 09/04/97, 09/17/97; Notimex, 09/22/97)
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